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Farr Wind Farm - life extension and noise 
conditions 

General guidance and policy in Scotland concerning noise, both in general and that associated with 
windfarm developments specifically, is presented in the following documents:  

– Planning Advice Note 1/2011: Planning and Noise  
– The Scottish Government’s Web Based Advice on Onshore Wind Turbines (last updated in May 

2014).   

This references the methodology presented in the ETSU guidance on “The Assessment and Rating of 
Noise from Windfarms” (ETSU-R-97) which remains accepted good practice for assessing the effects of 
noise from windfarms. This sets out limits for operational noise from windfarms which apply to the 
total cumulative noise levels.  

The noise assessment included in the 2002 Environmental Statement (ES) for the Farr Wind Farm was 
undertaken in line with the ETSU-R-97 methodology. This identified that the closest noise-sensitive 
residential receptors were approximately 3 to 5 km away from the turbines. The ES did not include 
baseline background noise measurements, and this was not necessarily according to ETSU-R-97 
because of the relatively large separation distance between turbines and dwellings. Nonetheless, 
measurements were subsequently undertaken in July-August 2005 at a representative number of 
neighbouring dwellings. 

The 2004 consent for the Farr Wind Farm includes conditions on noise, including condition 7.13 which 
sets out operational noise limits in line with ETSU-R-97 at neighbouring dwellings. The conditions are 
however generic with no specific numerical values specified, as is now common good practice.   

This was effectively superseded by the assessment for the Glen Kyllachy Wind Farm submitted in 2013 
(initially referenced as the Kyllachy Wind Farm). This scheme comprises additional turbines to the 
south-west and south-east of those of the Farr Wind Farm and which are located in closer proximity to 
some of the receptors previously identified. The noise assessment presented in Chapter 14 of the ES 
for the Glen Kyllachy Wind Farm (and the relevant technical appendix) is in line with ETSU-R-97, 
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including an assessment of cumulative noise from both wind farm sites (other wind farms in the area 
are relatively distant and have negligible noise contributions). This assessment, based on the 2005 
baseline noise measurements, demonstrated that noise from the Farr Wind Farm turbines, combined 
with the (then) proposed Glen Kyllachy Wind Farm turbines, would not result in an excess of noise 
criteria determined in line with the ETSU-R-97 guidance.  

The Glen Kyllachy Wind Farm was consented on appeal (reference PPA-270-2115) in April 2015 and is 
currently under construction. Condition 20 of this consent sets out noise limits which apply to the 
cumulative noise from both wind farms, which means that Glen Kyllachy Wind Farm is equivalent to an 
extension of the Farr Wind Farm from the point of view of this condition.  

Operational noise, both from each of the wind farms in isolation and cumulatively, is not anticipated to 
change from the present situation which is considered to be the baseline. This was previously 
considered acceptable based on the cumulative assessment presented in the ES for the Glen Kyllachy 
Wind Farm, and this assessment remains relevant.  As such, no additional significant effects are 
considered likely. We are not aware of other cumulative sites that have been proposed or consented 
within 5 km of either wind farm since the Glen Kyllachy Wind Farm was consented, and any further 
proposal coming forward would have to consider the baseline of both sites being present as part of 
any cumulative noise analysis.  

The existing cumulative noise limits which apply to the Glen Kyllachy Wind Farm (see overleaf) could 
therefore also be applied in a consent for a life extension of the Farr Wind Farm to reflect the most up-
to-date position in terms of cumulative noise. 
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Cumulative noise conditions for the Glen Kyllachy Wind Farm 
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